Chapter 21 Answer Key:

Political Cartoon – Answers will vary.

Primary Source

Free Soup, Coffee, and Doughnuts

What did you Learn?


1.
The men in line were unemployed. The line for free food and coffee was so long because many people were out of work in 1931.


2.
Answers will vary. They likely felt ashamed, depressed, or angry at being unemployed, while at the same time they may have felt grateful for the free soup, coffee, and doughnuts offered to them during this difficult time.


3.
Answers will vary. Many of the men probably felt the government could be doing more to help. They may have expressed this opinion when voting in the 1932 election, which resulted in President Hoover’s defeat.

Political Cartoon – Herbert Hoover cartoon, answers will vary.  

Primary Source

Victims of Bank Failures

WHAT DID YOU LEARN?

1. Give some reasons why banks failed after the collapse of the stock market.


Answer: Many persons invested heavily in the U.S. stock market, including many banks. When stock values plummeted many banks lost a great deal of money. Due to banks losing money, they were not able to pay those persons that had invested their money in the bank. In addition to banks losing money, many people lost money in the stock market and sought to quickly recover any money they had in banks. This created a “run on banks” which banks to close due to a lack of funds. 
2. Who or what does the man represent?


Answer: This man represents those individuals who lost money to the bank crashes.
3. What might the man have been thinking as he said, “I did”?


Answer: That he had saved money for the future but because the banks lost his money, he now has nothing.

Primary Source

Hoover and the Depression

WHAT DID YOU LEARN?

1. What does President Hoover’s exclamation, “Awful hard to quiet anything around

here!” mean?


Answer: Hoover’s exclamation is a reference to Hoover’s administration and all of the issues that he had to deal with. The babies which are crying and will not be quiet, represents all of the issues he had to deal with during his presidency.

2. To which of the babies do the donkey’s signs “Taint gonna rain no mo’!” and

“Nobody knows how dry I am!” refer?


Answer: The baby with the label “Drought damage”

3. What was Hoover’s philosophy about the role government should play in the Great Depression?


Answer: Hoover believed that the Federal Government should not meddle in the affairs of business and that it should a be the responsibility of business to correct itself.
