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	Art II
Guided Reading
1850 – Present Day


	North America

Objectives
In this section you will learn about Art in North America during the approximate time period: 1850 – Present Day.
Lesson Preview 

· Please refer to the links from the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History on the course page to find the answer for each question in the Guided Reading Activity.
· Please note that the Works of Art viewed in each section will be reviewed separately in the Section Assignment activity.

Guided Reading

North America

· Greene and Greene perfected the California bungalow style of residence featuring impeccably crafter interior woodwork, exemplified by the Gamble House.
· L. H. Baekeland patented synthetic plastic, Bakelite, popular in the Art Deco period of the 1920s.

· The Ashcan School, or “The Eight”, were a group of eight realist painters of urban life. Learn more about these painters by clicking on the term Ashcan School in the 1908 section of the Key Events timeline.
· The International Exposition of Modern Art introduced Americans to the modernist work of Matisse, Kandinsky, Brancusi, Picasso, Braque and Duchamp.  The Futurist and Cubist artists were labeled “the lunatic fringe”.
· Internet search results will vary.
· The Regionalist movement rejected the tenet of modernist art and theory to depict indigenous American subjects in a realist mode, often in murals.

· The Works Progress Administration (WPA) provides employment for artists to produce murals, sculptures, poster and other graphic materials for public buildings and exhibitions.
· The American Society of Industrial Designers advocated high quality design of industrial products. Click on those words in the 1944 section of the Key Events timeline to learn more.

· The postwar American art movements that were popular were action or gesture painting, color field painting and abstract expressionism.

· Simon Rodia built the Watts Towers in LA without formal architectural or engineering training. His towers were more than 100 feet tall with steel rods and hoops, covered with a mosaic of found materials.

· A happening included performance art, process action painting, or a choreographed event that facilitates spontaneous interactions between objects, performers and visitors. Learn more by clicking on the term happening in the 1959 section of the Key Events timeline.
· In the Pop Art movement, artists like Andy Warhol, Claes Oldenburg and Roy Lichtenstein satirize Americans’ voracious consumption of manufactured products in the postwar period.

· New Brutalism contrasted with modernism in its emphasis of the tactility and roughness of its materials, for example, poured-in-place concrete.

· Op Art, termed from the words “optical art”, was used to describe painting and sculpture that makes use of optical effects to evoke physiological responses in the viewer. Learn more about Op Art by clicking on the words in the 1964 section of the Key Events timeline.

· Conceptual Art critiques the political and economic structures that sustain Western art forms in an attempt to convey ideas rather than become appreciated as precious commodities. Learn more about Conceptual art by clicking on those words in the 1969 section of the Key Events timeline.
· Spiral Jetty is an example of earthworks, or sculptural projects on the scale of the landscape itself, which reflect the environmental awareness of the time. Learn more about the Spiral Jetty by clicking on the words in the 1970 section of the Key Events timeline.
· The Neo-Expressionists were a diverse group of international artists who emerge during the decade and reject the austere minimalism of some 1970s art. 

· Learn more about the combination of found photography and slogans deconstructing the representations of power inherent in mass-media imagery by clicking on the terms “pictures generation” in the 1985 section of the Key Events timeline.
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