US Government

Chapter 10 – Section 4
Section 4 – Section Assessment, page 313
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What is the difference between civil law and criminal law?
Civil law denotes the category of law that covers private disputes between people over property or relationships, while criminal law names the category of law that deals with crimes and their punishments.
1b. Why do you think there are so many steps in the civil and criminal processes?

The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain reason for the many steps in the civil and criminal process in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 4 text.

2a. What is the purpose of the Miranda Warnings?
The purpose of Miranda warnings is to preserve the constitutional rights of those accused of crimes.
2b. Why did the Supreme Court rule that police must inform people of their constitution rights before questioning them?
An arrested or accused person should have the right to refuse “to be a witness against himself” or be coerced into a confession without having an attorney present, as in the case of Miranda v. Arizona in 1966.
2c. How do the constitutional protections for the accused reflect the idea that people are innocent until proven guilty?
An arrested or accused person should have the right to refuse “to be a witness against himself” or be coerced into a confession without having an attorney present, as in the case of Miranda v. Arizona in 1966. These guarantees would not be given in a society where those accused were presumed guilty.
3a. Which amendments help ensure a fair trial?

The fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth amendments ensure a fair trial.
3b. Why do you think the Constitution seeks to protect the right to an adequate defense at trial?
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3c. How can a jury both help and hurt an accused person’s right to a fair trial?

Juries are expected to have an open mind and are interviewed with this in mind. Unfortunately, because a jury has to reach a group decision, one or two strong personalities can sway the members of the jury to their decision.
4a. Which amendment to the Constitution seeks to ensure fair punishment?
The eighth amendment bans cruel and unusual punishment and prohibits the government from imposing excessive fines.

4b. Why was Georgia’s capital punishment system found to be “cruel and unusual” in Furman v. Georgia?

In Furman v. Georgia, Georgia’s capital punishment was found to be cruel and unusual punishment due to the lack of consistency of the death penalty in different states.
5. Click on the image of the Critical Thinking graphic organizer and save it to your desktop. Complete the activity by typing your answers directly into the graphic organizer. You will need to upload this activity separately to the appropriate assignment link.  
6. Please complete the Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Assignment on the following page. Be sure to check for spelling and grammatical errors. 
Focus on Writing

Persuasive Writing Activity:
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