US Government

Chapter 13 – Section 4
Answer Key

Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What is the commerce clause?
The commerce clause clarified, and expanded, the limits of federal power to conduct international relations. This clause gives Congress exclusive power over trade activities among the states, with foreign countries and with Indian Tribes.
1b. Why has the federal government been able to use the commerce clause to regulate many private businesses?

The ruling of The Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States in 1964 provides an example of how the commerce clause applies to private business regulation. The government could regulate because it was deemed that the motel was engaged in interstate commerce, and that racial discrimination had a disruptive effect on interstate commerce.
2a. What is the supremacy clause?
The supremacy clause allows Congress to pass laws necessary to implement treaty agreements to deal with activities within states that it otherwise would not have the power to control.
2b. In your opinion, how well did the Court apply the doctrine of selective exclusiveness in United States v. Lopez and Gonzales v. Raich? Explain.
The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain how well the Court applied the doctrine of selective exclusiveness in United States v. Lopez and Gonzales v. Raich in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 4 text.
3. Complete the Critical Thinking activity in the space provided on the next page. Check your writing to be sure it is mistake free.

Case Study Link

Follow the instructions to review a previous activity.
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Critical Thinking Assignment
Do you support the majority view or the dissent in the Court’s ruling on the commerce clause and federalism in Gonzales v. Raich? Explain why.
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