Chapter 29 Answer Key:

Primary Source

Questioning the U.S. Involvement in Vietnam

What did you Learn?


1.
Ball believed that U.S. troops would get bogged down in a long, protracted struggle against guerilla forces that were well adapted to jungle warfare. He believed that victory was thus not attainable. He further believed that as a result of the inevitable failure, U.S. global prestige would suffer.


2.
Ball advised Johnson to pull out of Southeast Asia and accept that South Vietnam would fall to the Communists. Specifically, Ball suggested making unacceptable proposals to the leaders of South Vietnam so that they would ask the United States to leave.


3.
Johnson was interested in Ball’s opinions, but he did not agree with them. Johnson believed that the United States would lose prestige and respect if it did not commit its forces to Vietnam in keeping with the promises of three U.S. presidents.

DNC Essay – answers will vary.  

