Chapter 2 Section 2 Terms and People:

encomienda
Spanish colonial system in which a colonist was given a certain amount of land and a number of Native Americans to work the land in exchange for teaching the Native Americans Christianity
Cortés, Hernán: (1485–1547) Spanish conquistador; from 1519 to 1521, he defeated the Aztec Empire, conquering Mexico for Spain.

conquistador
a Spanish soldier and explorer who led military expeditions in the Americas and captured land for Spain

Moctezuma II: (1466–1520) Aztec ruler from 1502 to 1520; he was the emperor of the Aztecs when Cortés and his army conquered the empire. He was taken prisoner and killed during battle with the Spanish army.

Pizarro, Francisco: (c. 1476–1541) Spanish conquistador, conqueror of Peru; founder of Lima, Peru. From 1530 to 1533, he conquered the Inca Empire.

Atahualpa: (c. 1502–1533) Last Inca king; he was taken prisoner by Pizarro and his army after refusing to accept Christianity and surrender his empire to Spanish conquistadors. He was killed by the Spanish and his empire was taken over.

viceroys
officials who ruled Spain’s American empire 

Las Casas, Bartolomé de: (1474–1566) Spanish missionary and historian; he sought to protect Native Americans from Spanish mistreatment by replacing them as laborers with imported African slaves.

Treaty of Tordesillas
(1494) the agreement between Spain and Portugal that created an imaginary north-south line dividing their territory in the Americas 
