Current Events
1. Chapter 1: Shifting Sands: Balancing U.S. Interests in the Middle East 


a. Chapter Introduction  



i. The background reading prepares students to consider the complexities of 


   America's relationship with the Middle East.


b. Chapter 1 Video and Assignment 



i. "The Shifting Sands: A History of the Middle East."


c. Part 1: The United States and the Middle East 



i. Part I surveys the history of our country's involvement in the Middle East up 

through the 1991 Persian Gulf War.


d. Part 2: Weighing U.S. Priorities in the Middle East 



i. Part II examines the rise of political Islam and the critical issues that have 


surfaced since the Persian Gulf War. 


e. Chapter 1: What’s Happening Now? 


f. Chapter 1: Options in Brief 


g. Chapter 1: Quiz 

2. Chapter 2: Russia's Uncertain Transition:  Challenges to U.S. Policy


a. Chapter 2 Introduction



i. The background reading has been designed to help you consider these 


questions. Should we view Russia as a potential ally, a tough rival, a wounded 

enemy, or something else" How do changes in the FSU affect the United States" 

What actions, if any, should we take to influence developments in Russia and the 

other former Soviet states"


b. Chapter 2 Video Presentation and Assignment



i. "The Soviet Union Chronicles: 1945-1993”


c. Part 1: Exploring Russia's Past



i. Part I surveys the history of U.S.-Russian relations from the nineteenth century 

to the collapse of the Soviet Union.


d. Part 2: A New Russia



i. Part II examines the transformation that Russia has undergone since 1992.


e. Part 3: Russia and the United States



i. Part III reviews the issues at the top of the U.S. agenda with respect to Russia 

and its neighbors.


f. What's Happening Now?"


g. Chapter 2: Options in Brief


h. Chapter 2 Quiz

3. Chapter 3: Caught Between Two Worlds:  Mexico at the Crossroads


a. Chapter 3 Introduction



i. The background reading will help the student step into the shoes of Mexicans 

and consider Mexico's future. The students will be confronted with the same 


questions that the people of Mexico are now debating: What principles should 

guide the development of Mexico's economy" How should Mexicans address 


their country's inequality and poverty" How should Mexico define its relationship 

with the rest of the world, especially with the United States"


b. Chapter 3 Video Presentation and Assignment



i. “The Mexican Way of Life”


c. Part 1: Understanding Mexican History



i. Part I will examine historical lessons that might offer guidance for Mexicans 

today.


d. Part 2: Mexico's Free-Market Revolution



i. Part II examines the transformation that began in Mexico after the 1982 


economic crisis. Special attention will be given to the economic reforms that 


have brought Mexico into the global marketplace and rocked the foundations of 

Mexico's political system


e. Part 3: Identifying the Challenges Ahead



i. Part III explores the major issues currently Mexico.


f. Chapter 3:“What’s Happening Now?”


g. Chapter 3:“The Future of Mexico”


h. Chapter 3 Quiz

4. Chapter 4: China on the World Stage:  Weighing the U.S. Response.


a. Chapter 4 Introduction



i. The background reading has been designed to help the students reach their own 

conclusions about U.S.-China relations 


b. Chapter 4 Video Presentation and Assignment



i. China in Crisis: Tiananmen Square


c. Part 1: The History of the U.S.- China Relations



i. Part I reviews the history of America's interaction with China


d. Part 2: China's Transformation



i. Part II explores the economic, social and political transformation of China 


since the late 1970's.


e. Part 3: The U.S.- China Agenda



i. Part III introduces the students to the issues that will shape U.S. policy toward 

China.


f. Chapter 4: “What’s Happening Now?”


g. Chapter 4:  “Options in Brief”


h. Chapter 4 Quiz

5. Chapter 5: Responding to Terrorism: Challenges for Democracy.


a. Chapter 5 Introduction



i. The background reading has been designed to help students consider important 

questions in a context sharpened by the deaths of thousands of Americans: What 

are the motivations for terrorism" Why were we attacked" How should we 


respond" The students will also consider the course the United States should take 

in response to terrorists.


b. Chapter 5 Video Presentation and Assignment



i. Terrorism: Instrument of Fear


c. Part 1: The Origins and Evolution of Terrorism



i. Part I examines the historical origins and purposes of terrorism as well as its 

evolution over the years.


d. Part 2: Al Qaeda and the Middle East



i. Part 2 explores the content and context of bin Laden's call to violence against 

the United States.


e. Part 3: Responding to Terrorism



i. Part 3 explores questions facing U.S. policymakers such as, what are the 


potential threats against the United States and what is the best way to respond, 

what must be done overseas and what should be done here at home"


f. Chapter 5: “What’s Happening Now?”


g. Chapter 5: “Options in Brief”


h. Chapter 5 Quiz

6. Chapter 6: U.S. Immigration Policy in an Unsettled World


a. Chapter 6 Introduction


b. Chapter 6 Video Presentation and Assignment



i. Journey to Freedom: The Immigrant Experience


c. Part 1: Immigration and the American Experience



i. In Part I of the background reading, you will examine the history of 



immigration and its evolution over the years. 


d. Part 2: Immigration Today



i. Part II explores the nature of immigration today and the issues faced by the 


United States.


e. Chapter 6:  “What’s Happening Now?”


f. Chapter 6: “Options in Brief”


g. Chapter 6 Quiz

7. Chapter 7: Global Environmental Problems:  Implications for U.S. Policy


a. Chapter 7 Introduction


b. Chapter 7 Video Presentation and Assignment



i. User's Guide to Planet Earth.


c. Part 1:  Global Environmental Problems



i. Part I of the background reading has been designed to introduce you to the most 

significant global environmental problems.


d. Part 2: The Environment and Economic Development



i. Part II and Part III explore the economic and political dimensions of these 


environmental challenges.


e. Part 3: Environmental Issues on the International Agenda



i. Part II and Part III explore the economic and political dimensions of these 


environmental challenges.


f. Chapter 7:  “What’s Happening Now?”


g. Chapter 7:  “Options in Brief”


h. Chapter 7 Quiz

8. Chapter 8: Confronting Genocide:  Never Again?


a. Chapter 8 Introduction


b. Chapter 8 Video Presentation and Assignment


c. Part 1: Defining Genocide



i. Part I explores the history of the international community's efforts to deal with 

genocide.


d. Part 2: Five Case Studies



i. Part II examines five case studies of genocide and both the world and 


U.S. response to each case.


e. Chapter 8: “What’s Happening Now?”


f. Chapter 8: Options in Brief


g. Chapter 8 Quiz

9. Chapter 9: Trade Policy:  Competing In a Global Economy


a. Chapter 9 Introduction


b. Chapter 9 Video Presentation and Assignment Bottom of Form


c. Part 1: The Global Economic System



i. Part 1 explains the development of the global economic system and discusses 

leading trade policy issues. 


d. Part 2: Globalization from a U.S. Perspective



i. Part II looks at the impact of trade policy on the lives of ordinary Americans.


e. Chapter 9: “What’s Happening Now?”


f. Chapter 9: Options in Brief


g. Chapter 9 Quiz

10. Chapter 10: The U.S. Role in A Changing World


a. Chapter 10 Introduction


b. Chapter 10 Video Presentation and Assignment


c. Part 1: Considering America's Changing Role



i. Part I reviews three critical turning points in the history of U.S. foreign policy.


d. Part 2: A Changing World



i. Part II examines several pressing issues facing the United States and the world 

today: economy, human health and the environment, politics, and culture and 


values.


e. Part 3: Security in the 21st Century



i. Part III explores security concerns of the United States and their connection to 

the issues presented in Part II.


f. Chapter 10: “What’s Happening Now?”


g. Chapter 10: “Futures in Brief”


h. Chapter 10 Quiz

11. Chapter 11: Dilemmas of Foreign Aid:  Debating U.S. Priorities, Policies and Practices. 


a. Chapter 11 Introduction


b. Chapter 11 Video Presentation and Assignment


c. Part 1: A Brief Overview of U.S. Foreign Aid



i. Part I identifies the major events, institutions, and debates that drive today's 

foreign assistance policies. 


d. Part 2: Case Studies in Aid Policies



i. Part II contains case studies that examine different kinds of U.S. foreign aid 

while exploring some of the issues and dilemmas behind each. 


e. Chapter 11:  “What’s Happening Now?”


f. Chapter 11: Options in Brief


g. Chapter 11 Quiz

12. Chapter 12: Iraq:  What's Ahead?


a. Chapter 12 Introduction


b. Chapter 12 Video Presentation and Assignment



i. "Story of the War"


c. Part 1: A Brief Overview of Iraqi History



i. Part 1 identifies the background causes that shaped the current conflicts in the 

country of Iraq.


d. Part 2: The Recent Crisis in Iraq



i. Part 2 will cover the events and final outcome of the invasion of Iraq and the 

fall of Saddam Hussein.


e. Part 3: Iraq: A New Beginning



i. Part 3 examines the direction Iraq is taking to establish a government and 


provide for its own future.


f. Chapter 12: “What’s Happening Now?”


g. Chapter 12  Options in Brief


h. Chapter 12 Quiz

13. Unit 13: Concluding Projects


a. Project 1: Photo Essay


b. Project 2: Comparison of Two Countries 


c. Project 3: Your Own Project
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