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Drama

Unit 11: Lesson 4 Worksheet

Directions: Read your lesson and fill in the blanks below.  The answers can all be found by reading the lessons.

List and explain the three themes of 20th Century theater.
Expressionism
· Expressionism tried to convey the dehumanizing aspects of the 20th Century technological society through minimal scenery and characters portrayed as types rather than individuals.

· Expressionists works distort reality for an emotional effect.

· Expressionism plays often feature heightened speech and a focus on the struggles of the protagonist characters.

Realism
· Realism focused on real life.

· It took real life situations and emotions and put them on the stage.

· Realist playwrights felt that taking a realistic look at life would help establish a strong connection to the audience.

Naturalism
· Naturalism is very similar to realism.

· In naturalism, the playwright attempts to replicate a believable everyday reality.

· Very basic theater.

· In naturalism, the actor attempts to recreate the illusion of reality.
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