“A Surprising Secret To a Long Life:  Stay in School” Test
Selection Test

Comprehension

1. C 4. D 7. B

2. B 5. A

3. D 6. C

Vocabulary Development

8. C 9. D 10. A

Reading Focus

11. C 13. A 15. B

12. A 14. B

Fifteen-Minute Timed Response

16. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

I was persuaded that the writer made

a convincing argument that going to school for

more years may help me to live longer. The

evidence that convinced me was the expert

opinions and studies that the author wrote

about. These studies showed the number of

years of education made a difference in how

long people lived in the past and for people in

every country today. That evidence shows
education has a universal impact on a person’s

lifespan.

I also think the points about people

who are poorly educated doing riskier things,

like smoking, were convincing. The more

years you are in school, the more you learn. In

health class you learn about the dangers of

smoking and other risky behaviors. The longer

you are in school the more chance this

information has of sinking in. The writer has

convinced me enough that I would think about

college not only to prepare for a job but as a

way to possibly lengthen my life.
