“Poem” and “Motto” Applying Your Skills 
Possible Answers

1. The speaker has lost a friend.  The speaker still loves his friend dearly.
2. The speaker describes his behavior as cool and casual.

3. In “Poem,” the speaker misses his friend.  In “Motto,” the motto is to “dig and be dug in return.”

4. “Poem” is solemn and lonely, conveyed in sparse language.  “Motto” is cool and hip, which is conveyed by the rhyme scheme and beat.

5. Yes, it is a statement that expresses the group’s beliefs.

6. a company; a college

7. I think the friend died.  It’s better that we don’t know the whole story because it provides an air of mystery.

8. The speaker never gets upset by what other people do, and he tries not to interfere.  This helps the speaker stay out of trouble, but it prevents him from trying to change things he doesn’t like.

9. It strengthens the sense of longing for the friend.

10. Dig means “like” and jive means “talk”. The tone changes; it becomes more formal and less jazzy.

11. The speaker would probably be easygoing and open to everybody.

