The twelve tasks of Heracles marcia williams
Reading Focus Graphic Organizer

Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:

“What I Learned from Text”

1. Heracles was a tough baby.

2. Heracles killed his own children.

3. Heracles performed many tasks.

4. Hera finally stopped bothering Heracles after he completed the tasks.

“What I Learned from Illustrations”

1. Heracles performed amazing feats as a baby.

2. Heracles’s wife threw him out.

3. Heracles used his brains as well as his strength in order to complete the tasks.

4. Heracles thinks that he, too, will be on Mount Olympus with the gods.

After You Read

Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


Narrative stories are like graphic stories in that they both have strong plot lines, with an introduction, conflict, a climax, and a resolution. They are also alike since characters are very important to both kinds of stories and we learn about characters through the details that the writer includes. Narrative stories are different from graphic stories in that narrative stories depend on words to help readers visualize what is happening, while graphic stories use pictures. Narrative stories are also different from graphic stories because readers must pay close attention to everything the writer reveals in words in order to understand what is going on. In graphic stories, readers need to pay attention to both the words on the page and the details of the pictures.
