AFTER TWENTY YEARS O. HENRY

Selection Reading Focus Graphic

Organizer

Making Predictions

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Story Events

1. Policeman sees the man standing in a

doorway; says he’s waiting for a friend

2. Man lights a match and reveals his face

3. Policeman asks if he’ll wait past 10 for his

friend

4. Man in doorway says Jimmy Wells is

taller than he remembers him

5. Man in the doorway sees that this man’s

nose is different from Jimmy Wells’ nose

Predictions

1. The man is up to no good

2. The man may have stolen the diamond in

his scarf pin

3. The policeman will watch to see if the

man really comes

4. This isn’t Jimmy Wells

5. The man really is up to no good

Revised Predictions

1. Maybe his explanation is true

2. If he was successful, maybe he got the

diamond honestly.

3. Another man appears. Did the policeman

send him?

4. No revision here

5. He is wanted for some crime in Chicago

After You Read

Student responses will vary. A sample answer

follows:

The outcome wasn’t exactly what I

predicted because I was surprised that the

patrolman was actually Jimmy Wells. He

didn’t show any sign of recognizing his friend

at the beginning, and he apparently did not

know that the man wanted in Chicago was his

friend Bob.
