RECURRING THEMES ACROSS

GENRES

Selection Reading Focus Graphic

Organizer

Comparing Themes

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

“User Friendly”

Brief Summary: Kevin, who has a computer

with its own personality, has a crush on Ginny

Linke. He tells the computer about how she

makes fun of him when he tries to talk to her, and the computer gets even with her and her

family.

Topic: A boy’s rejection by a girl he likes

Theme: Love can inspire people (and

computers) to do extraordinary things

“Annabel Lee”

Brief Summary: The poet mourns the loss of

the woman with whom he had a love so

perfect that the angels envied them

Topic: Undying love

Theme: Love can survive even death

“Echo and Narcissus”

Brief Summary: Echo falls in love with

Narcissus, who rejects her, and she pines

away. Aphrodite punishes Narcissus by

causing him to fall in love with his own

reflection, which he cannot attain, and

therefore he too pines away.

Topic: Unrequited love

Theme: Someone who is self-absorbed cannot

love another.

“The Only Girl in the World for Me”

Brief Summary: Bill Cosby tells about his

first girlfriend and their first date.

Topic: First girlfriends and first dates

Theme: First dates are awkward and

sometimes embarrassing, but people never

forget them.
After You Read

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

The theme of “Annabel Lee,” which I

think is that love can survive even death, is a

theme I can relate to. My grandmother died

recently and I think of her often and always

with love. I have mementos and I also have

lots of memories of times I shared with her.

(Note: Allow students to generate their own

theme about love, e.g. I think that all of these

stories point to the theme of love being an

important part of the human experience. Even

when we get rejected, we can find humor in

the situation and we still come back for more.

Why? I think it is because every human being

wants to love and to be loved.)

