“Comparing Recurring Themes Across Genres”
Vocabulary Development

Activity 1

furiously

meaning: rapidly; with intensity

examples: Typing an angry answer to an

email message; working fast to get something

done.
sentence: Tad worked furiously to get the

mess cleaned up before Mom got home.

synonym: intensely

detain

meaning: delay

examples: preventing someone from leaving;

calling someone up just as they are about to

walk out the door

sentence: You must be home at 9, and don’t

let anything detain you.

synonym: keep

vainly

meaning: uselessly

examples: trying to make the sun rise earlier;

hoping for something that cannot happen;

trying to get a stubborn person to change his

mind

sentence: The boy tried vainly to teach his old

dog a new trick.

synonym: unsuccessfully

unrequited

meaning: not returned

example: John likes Amelia, but Amelia

doesn’t feel the same

sentence: Most people know disappointment
and experience unrequited love at some point

in their lives.synonym: unanswered intently

meaning: with great focus examples: reading an exciting book; listening

to determine the source of a noise; listening to

something that is faint or hard to hear

sentence: She stared intently at the picture,

trying to determine every little change.

synonym: hard

suppressing

meaning: holding back

examples: trying not to laugh; trying not to get angry

sentence: Suppressing a sneeze isn’t always a

good idea.

synonym: stifling
Activity 2

1. A 5. A

2. B 6. B

3. B 7. A

4. B

Activity 3

8. unrequited

9. intently

10. furiously

11. vainly

12. detain

13. absently

14. suppressing

