“The Crane’s Wife” Selection Test

Comprehension

1. C 3. B 5. D

2. B 4. A

Vocabulary Development

6. B 7. A

Vocabulary Skill

8 . B 9. A

Literary Focus

10. C 12. D

11. C 13. D

Reading Focus

14. D 15. A

Fifteen-Minute Timed Writing

16. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

“The Crane Wife” warns against

greed and being blind to those you love. If

Yohei had stayed a simple man and had not

grown greedy for more and more money, he

would have noticed that his wife seemed to

suffer when she weaved the cloth. He would

have put her happiness ahead of his desire for

more money, especially since they seemed to

be doing pretty well.

The story promotes kindness, as when

Yohei helps the crane in the first place. This

simple action makes the crane fall in love with

Yohei, and she comes to human form to be his

wife. The story also promotes respecting the

wishes of those we love. For example, Yohei’s

wife asks him not to watch her as she weaves,

and his curiosity gets the better of him. It is

this curiosity, on top of his greed, that is

Yohei’s downfall.
