“Hum”
Short Answer Response

20. In the story “Hum,” Hugh explains to Sami that he visualizes stories and events with his “inner eye.” He tells Sami, “In some ways, I think I can see better than people who aren’t blind.” I think Hugh means that he is not prejudiced by what people look like and by the physical qualities that can make people appear different, such as skin color, handicaps, or nationality. By listening to a person and getting to know who they are, rather than what they look like, he can get a picture of the true person. Evidence for this in the story is the way Hugh responds to Sami when he first meets him. He realizes from his accent that Sami is from another country, but he doesn’t judge Sami. He gets to know Sami and learns about Sami by listening to Sami’s experiences, such as his life in Palestine. Hugh demonstrates that the way to know people and “see” who they are is by getting to know many sides of them and not simply what they look like on the outside.

