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11.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


In “I Ask My Mother to Sing,” the speaker writes about his mother singing with his grandmother about Peking, the Summer Palace, and other places from their homeland where he has never been. We also learn that the speaker’s father is deceased, but that if he were living, he would play the accordion. The speaker says that he loves to hear his mother and grandmother sing, and through his descriptions of their singing, we can infer his love for them.


In “Ode to Family Photographs,” the speaker writes about his mother taking pictures of his family, including his father, his sister, and his brother Pedro. From the poem, we can tell that the family probably went to parks and zoos, and did things together as a family. In the final stanza, the speaker talks about the fun the family had when his mother picked up the camera, which you can see by how hard each family member is laughing. Through the happiness that shows in the pictures, we can infer that the family is close and loves each other.  (2 Points)
