“Master Frog”
Constructed Response:
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Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


There were many surprising plot points in “Master Frog.” I did not expect that Master Frog would have command of all the animals in order to convince the king to let him marry his daughter. Instead, I expected that the king would punish the frog, or at best, put him through a series of trials.


I was also surprised by Kien Tien’s sisters, Kim Chau and Bich Ngoc. Although it was easy to predict that they would be unhappy once Master Frog turned into a handsome prince, I was shocked that they actually tore apart their own frogs as they desperately searched for princes.


The fact that Master Frog was able to return from the palace of the Jade Emperor was somewhat surprising. I thought that once his skin had been burned, he might well have to return to his own kingdom and be separated from his wife forever.


It was a nice surprise that Kien Tien was able to return to her love after being saved, as well. The story could have easily taken a tragic turn, like Romeo and Juliet.


Finally, I was somewhat surprised that the two sisters fled and were never seen again. I would have thought either that they would be reconciled with Kien Tien and Master Frog or that they would get a suitable punishment.


All in all, the surprises made this story quite enjoyable. It was like other fairy tales that I’ve read in that there was a metamorphosis. For example, in “The Frog Prince,” the frog also turns into a handsome prince. It was also like other fairy tales in that there was a happy ending—the two main characters become king and queen and live happily ever after. This is like many fairy tales, including Sleeping Beauty and Snow White.


The story was unlike other fairy tales in that there were more plot turns. Unlike “The Frog Prince,” which ends when the prince turns into a frog, there was a whole series of incidents which took place after the frog turned into a man.

