“Names of Horses”
Constructed Response


16.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


The poem is an elegy because the speaker mourns the loss of the horses that used to work on farms. The speaker respects the horses for their strength and endurance. He or she emphasizes that the horses performed hard labor that made their shoulders strain, for example. They worked “all winter” and “all summer” even in the hot sun, and the labor that they performed was essential to the running of the farms. For example, they hauled wood for stoves and helped make hay. By exclaiming “O” and naming the horses in the last line of the poem, the speaker gives the horses individual identities and expresses sadness over the loss of these loyal workers.

