ORPHEUS, THE GREAT MUSICIAN

RETOLD BY OLIVIA COOLIDGE

Reading Focus Graphic Organizers

Summarizing a Myth

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Title: “Orpheus, the Great Musician”

Author: Retold by Olivia Coolidge

Main Characters: Orpheus; Eurydice, a

nymph and his soon-to-be bride; Hades, god

of the underworld

Conflict: Orpheus wants to get Eurydice back

after she dies and goes to the underworld.

Main Events: Eurydice is bitten by a snake

and dies on the day she is to marry Orpheus
and his mesmerizing music allows him to

enter; Hades agrees to let Eurydice follow

Orpheus out of the underworld as long as

Orpheus doesn’t look back; Orpheus doubts

Hades’s promise, looks back, and Eurydice’s

spirit disappears; out of sadness Orpheus

creates his most beautiful music.

Resolution: Orpheus rejects the company of

people and is killed by the women of Thrace.

His spirit joins Eurydice in the underworld.

After You Read

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Summary: When his bride, Eurydice, dies on

their wedding day, Orpheus goes to the

underworld to try to get her back. His music is

so beautiful he enchants the creatures that

guard entrance to the underworld and the god

Hades who controls it. Hades allows Eurydice

to follow Orpheus out of the underworld as

long as Orpheus doesn’t look back during their

journey. But Orpheus cannot control his

doubts and looks back, losing Eurydice. He is

so heartbroken, he creates his most beautiful

music ever. But in time his mourning angers

those around him. Orpheus is killed and

finally reunited with Eurydice.
