ZOO; he—y, come on ou​—t

Selection Reading Focus Graphic Organizer

Comparing and Contrasting

Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:

Human characters

“Zoo”: the spectators in Chicago; Professor Hugo

“He—y, Come on Ou—t!”: All the characters

Alien characters

“Zoo”: the horse-spider people of Kaan

“He—y, Come on Ou—t!”: There are no alien characters

Journey through space

“Zoo”: a journey through space is the central premise of the story—Professor Hugo brings beings from other worlds to visit Earth and other planets
“He—y, Come on Ou—t!”: Some kind of journey through space is implied by the fact that the voice and the pebble, which were sent down into the earth, come from above at the end of the story.
Futuristic technology

“Zoo”: Professor Hugo’s spaceship and interplanetary travel

“He—y, Come on Ou—t!”: There is none.

Lesson about life

“Zoo”: Humans may seem as alien to beings from other planets as they may seem to us.

“He—y, Come on Ou—t!”: Polluting the Earth will come back to haunt us.

After You Read

Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


The lesson of “Zoo” is that we should not think of ourselves as superior to other living things. This is different than the lesson of “He—y, Come On Out!” which teaches us to take care of our planet or be prepared to suffer the consequences. These are similar stories because they are warnings to us. They are different in the lessons they teach us.

