The Dive
Short Answer Response Key

20. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Mama Tochi’s story helps Melly to

solve her external and internal conflict. The

external conflict is between Melly and her

father about whether she should dive off the

bridge. The internal conflict is about whether

or not she should dive to prove to herself that

she is a grown-up. Once Melly decides not to

dive, both conflicts are resolved. Mama Tochi

tells about when her mother did not want her

to drink coffee to explain that when she was

young, you had to work hard to prove you

were grown up. At first, Melly thinks that

Mama Tochi is telling her that she should take

the dive, in the same way that Mama drank

coffee in spite of her mother’s wishes. But

Mama Tochi’s story ends with her standing up

for herself and refusing a young man her

parents had chosen for her. Melly decides that

she is already grown up enough, and that she

does not have to prove anything to her father

or to herself.

