VIRTUAL STICKS AND STONES

Informational Text Focus Graphic

Organizer

Evaluating an Argument

First Box: The topic of this text is

cyberbullying among young people.

Second Box: The writer’s point of view is that

cyberbullying, whether intentional or not, is a

big problem that young people should be

aware of and help to prevent.

Third Box: Facts: Many Internet users choose

avatars to represent themselves.
Statistics: 1/3 of youths have been cyberbullied;

60% of middle-schoolers have sent

hurtful messages

Expert Opinion: Michigan Education

Association president, Iris Salters is quoted as

saying: “Little-noticed cyberbullying is the

fastest-growing trend in bullying among

teens.”

After You Read

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows.

I do accept the author’s point of view

as valid because the evidence cited is strong.

Even though some of the material cannot be

proven—such as the idea that people don’t

know how they “sound” when they write—I

myself agree with such comments based on

my own experiences.

Vocabulary Development

Activity 1

consequences

Definition: results caused by a set of

conditions

Restatement: Waiting until the last moment

to do a project never produces good results for

me; the consequences of delaying are stress

and a lower grade.

Sentence: Telling children what the

consequences will be for misbehaving is

important, but so is making sure they will

actually happen.

Activity 2

1. B 2. A

Activity 3

3. misrepresentations

4. misrepresentations

5. consequences

