US Government

Chapter 1 Review

Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.

Section 1
1.For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 1 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.
Government – the formal structures and institutions through which a territory and its people are ruled
State – a political unit made up by a group of people that lives within a clearly defined territory
Sovereignty – ultimate, supreme power in a state; in the United States, sovereignty rests with the people
Politics – the process by which government makes and carries out decisions
Legitimacy – right and proper
Divine Right of Kings – the theory that a monarch rules by the sanction, or approval, of God
Social Contract Theory – a theory of society in which government is a contract between a government and the governed to provide protection and support for the people; under this theory, a government is legitimate only so long as the people voluntarily agree to hand over their power to the state
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1b. According to philosophers such as Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau, why are people willing to enter into a social contract?

Only when government is established, thereby securing the safety of people and property, can order be brought to society. People agree to the authority of the state and in return, the government will provide people protection and support.
1c. What type of government do you think is best suited to accomplish the purposes of government outlined in this section?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 1 text.
Section 2

2. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 1 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Monarchy – a form of government in which political power is exercised by a single ruler, such as a king or a queen, who exercises absolute authority under the claim of divine or hereditary right
Dictatorship – a system of rule in which one person, a dictator, or a small group of people can hold unlimited power over government, which is usually controlled by force
Oligarchy – rule by a few small groups of people, usually members of the military or the economic elite
Direct Democracy – a form of government in which citizens met regularly in a popular assembly to discuss issues of the day, pass laws, and vote for leaders
Republic – an indirect form of democracy in which people elect representatives to make decisions on their behalf
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2b. What are the main differences between federal, unitary, and confederal systems?

The unitary system names a form of government in which all authority is vested in a central government from which regional and local governments derive their powers while a federal system describes a form of political organization in which power is divided among a central government and territorial subdivisions. Conversely, the confederal system names an alliance of independent states manifesting a degree of national unity through a central government of united powers.
2c. Which advantages and disadvantages might explain why there are more parliamentary than presidential systems?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 1 text.

Section 3

3. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 1 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Ideal – conception of something in its most perfect form
Liberty – the ability of people to act and think as they choose, so long as their choices do no harm to the liberty of well-being of others
Equality – the principle that all people possess a fundamental, moral worth that entitles them to fair treatment under the law and equal opportunity in all aspects of life – political, social, and economic
Self-Government – the belief that ordinary people could aspire to rule themselves and do so as political equals
Free Enterprise – an economic system in which individuals and businesses are free to engage in economic activity with a minimum of government interference
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3b. Why do you think that the ideal of liberty is important to the free enterprise system?

Liberty stems from the basic concept that Congress shall make no law that restricts an individual’s right to speak, assemble, publish or worship freely.

3c. Under what circumstances do you think the government should regulated business in a free enterprise system?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 1 text.

• Click the “Check Answer” button to see if your choice is correct in the Critical Reading Activity.

• A detailed grading rubric for the activity you chose to complete is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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