US Government

Chapter  2 – Section 1 AK
Section 1 – Section Assessment, page 36
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. Which landmark English documents challenged the absolute authority of the monarchy?
The Magna Carta, or Great Charter, granted nobles certain rights and restricted the king’s powers while the later Petition of Right directly limited the powers of the English monarch. The English Bill of Rights stated that English monarchs would no longer be able to enact laws, raise taxes, or keep an army without Parliament’s consent.
1b.What ideas expressed in the Magna Carta do you think would most influence the authors of the US Constitution?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
2a. Which political philosopher is associated with the idea of the separation of powers?
The term separation of powers is ascribed to French Enlightenment political philosopher Baron de Montesquieu.
2b. Why might colonists in a proprietary colony be unhappy if their colony were converted to a royal colony?
Royal colonies were directly controlled by the English king though appointed governors who served as the colonies’ chief executives while the proprietary colonies were more independently run.
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3a. How is civic virtue important to republicanism?
As stated in Machiavelli’s book Discourses on Livy, a republic can survive only so long as its citizens actively participate in the government and put the good of the republic before their own needs.
3b. Which of the natural rights – life, liberty or property - do you think is most important? Explain.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
5. Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 2 Section 1, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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