US Government

Chapter 2 – Section 2 AK
Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 42
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What ideas about government could early American leaders have learned from the Iroquois Confederation?
The Albany Plan of Union, proposed by Benjamin Franklin, was inspired by the Iroquois and called for a national council of representatives appointed by the colonial assemblies and a president general appointed by the king. This proposed council would have the power to control trade, raise armies, build settlements and equip fleets.
1b.What might have happened if Parliament had allowed the colonists to rule and tax themselves?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.
2a. Why was the First Continental Congress called?
Colonists were hoping that a compromise would roll back the harshest tax measures, when they were not, every colony except Georgia sent representatives to a meeting called the First Continental Congress.
2b. Why was it necessary for Congress to assume the role of a national government during the war?
Congress had to assume the role of a government in order to raise troops, borrow money, send diplomats to Europe, and create a monetary system. It was also under this newly established government that the colonies would be declared independent from Britain.
3a. What was the Congress’s purpose in drafting the Declaration of Independence?
The Congress desired to present the argument that governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed and if a government disregards the rights of its people then the people have a legitimate right to change their government.
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3b. What sources likely influenced Thomas Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of Independence?

It is likely that Jefferson drew on the Virginia Declaration of Rights that the Virginia House of Burgesses had written and adopted just one month earlier.
4a. What principles expressed in state constitutions later influenced the writing of the U.S. Constitution?
Each state constitution tested ideas about how to design a republican government that protected individual rights.
4b. How did state constitutions protect rights?
The strong legislative bodies that the colonists created reflected their general distrust of monarchy and focused on preventing a strong executive from undermining their new republic, limiting terms and powers. Seven states also included a bill of rights that protected individual liberties.
5. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
6. Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 2 Section 2, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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