US Government

Chapter 2 Review

Please type your answers directly onto this page and then save your completed work to your desktop US Government folder. Be sure to upload your finished assignment to the correct assignment link at the end of the Section.

Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.

Section 1
For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 2 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Magna Carta – signed in 1215, this charter was agreed to by King John of England and granted nobles certain rights while restricting the king’s powers
Petition of Right – signed in 1628, this document, signed by Charles I of England limited the powers of the English monarch
English Bill of Rights – signed in 1689, this document was signed by King William and stated that English monarchs would no longer be able to enact laws, raise taxes, or keep an army without Parliament’s consent
1b. How did the struggle between Parliament and the English monarch affect American ideas about government?
As the tradition of individual rights developed in England after the Magna Carta was signed, parliament and the monarch continued to be in conflict regarding the powers of the monarch. Expectations about limited and representative government as well as individual rights were a big part of the colonists’ political theories and ideas for establishing a government.
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1c. How did royal, proprietary, and charter colonies differ from one another?

A proprietary colony was based on a grant of land by the English monarch to a proprietor in exchange for a yearly payment whereas a royal colony was directly controlled by the English king through appointed governors who served as the colonies’ chief executives. A charter colony was based on a grant of land by the British Crown to a company or a group of settlers.

Section 2

2. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 2 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Iroquois Confederation – The Iroquois Confederation named an alliance of six Native American nations (the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora) formed in 1570 to end wars between the nations and to resist European takeover.
Albany Plan of Union – This names the first plan for uniting the colonies and was proposed by Ben Franklin in 1754.

Stamp Act – This names the law passed by the English Parliament that required a government tax stamp on paper goods and all legal documents, such as contracts and licenses.
Delegates – The term that named the official attendees who gathered at conventions to author early attempts at governmental decrees and documents.
First Continental Congress – Is the name given to a meeting of colonial delegates in Philadelphia to decide how to respond to the abuses of authority by the British government.
Second Continental Congress – Named the meeting of colonial delegates in Philadelphia to decide how to react to fighting between colonists and British troops at Lexington and Concord.
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2b. Why did the colonists object to Britain’s Parliament placing taxes on the colonies?

The colonists had become used to handling their own affairs with little interference from the British by the mid-1700s. When George III became king and began to assert a tighter control over the colonies and trying to recoup some of the cost of the recent wars, the colonists were frustrated to be taxed because their money was going to a government in which they were not allowed to play a role, hence the revolutionary saying “No taxation without representation”.

2c. How did the goals of the delegates attending the First and Second Continental Congresses differ?

The First Continental Congress’ aim was to decide how to respond to the abuses of authority by the British government, while the Second Continental Congress’ purpose was to decide how to react to fighting between colonists and British troops at Lexington and Concord.

Section 3

3. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 2 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Articles of Confederation – The document that created the first central government for the United States; it was replaced by the Constitution in 1789.
Ratify – to formally approve.
Northwest Ordinance – Legislation passed by Congress to establish a plan for settling the Northwest Territory, which included areas that are now in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Minnesota, and Wisconsin.
Shays’s Rebellion – A revolt against judges in Massachusetts led by Daniel Shays that hoped to prevent the foreclosure against farmers in Massachusetts who could not pay taxes levied by the state.
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3b. What powers did states have under the Articles of Confederation?

Under the Articles of Confederation, the states retained all powers not given to Congress. These powers included the ability to collect taxes and enforce national laws. States would also contribute funds to the national government as they saw fit.
3c. What do you think was the most significant weakness of the Articles of Confederation?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 2 text.
Section 4
4. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 2 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Virginia Plan – Name for the plan of government in which the national government would have supreme power and a legislative branch would have two houses with representation determined by state population.
New Jersey Plan – Was a proposal to create a unicameral legislature with equal representation of states instead of representation by population.
Great Compromise – Named an agreement worked out at the Constitutional Convention establishing that a state’s population would determine representation in the lower house of the legislature, while each state would have equal representation in the upper house.
Three-Fifths Compromise – Named an agreement stating that three-fifths of the slave population would be counted when determining a state’s population for representation in the lower house of Congress.
4b. Who were the Framers?

The Framers is a term naming the delegates of the Constitutional Convention who developed the framework for the government and wrote the Constitution.
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4c. How did the New Jersey and Virginia Plans differ?

The Virginia Plan gave supreme power to the government and planned for a legislative branch with two houses whose representatives would be determined by state population while the New Jersey Plan names a proposal to create a unicameral legislature with equal representation of states instead of representation by population.
Section 5

5. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 2 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Federalists – names a group of people who supported the adoption of the US Constitution and a strong national government
Antifederalists – names a group of people who opposed the adoption of the US Constitution because they favored a smaller, less powerful national government
Bill of Rights – were the first ten amendments to the US Constitution concerning basic individual liberties
5b. What were key points of Antifederalists?

Antifederalists opposed the Constitution, feared a too-strong national government, believed only a small republic could protect rights, drew support from small farmers in rural areas, and believed a bill of rights was necessary to protect individual liberties.
5c. How did the Federalist Papers contribute to the ratification process?

The Federalist Papers defended the principles underlying the Constitution and explained how the Constitution used principles of government – namely checks and balances and separation of powers – to limit national authority and preserve liberty. The Federalists first targeted the small states who were attracted by equal representation in the Senate. Finally, the Federalists agreed to a Bill of Rights which helped secure the votes of a couple of larger states and move forward toward the final ratification process.
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5d. What is the Bill of Rights and why was it important to the ratification process?
The first ten amendments to the US Constitution concerning basic individual liberties are known as The Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights was opposed by Federalists and championed by the Antifederalists. When the Federalists finally agreed to a Bill of Rights, they secured the votes of a couple of larger states and were then able to move forward toward the final ratification process.

· Please complete the Critical Reading questions directly on the textbook page. Click the “Check Answer” button to see if your choice is correct. 
· Please choose and complete one of the last four activities: Responsibilities of Leadership, Connecting to the Constitution, Analyzing Primary Sources, or Writing for the SAT.
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