US Government

Chapter 5 – Section 2 AK
Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 136
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What are the main powers given to Congress?
There are 18 specific powers that Congress is meant to wield, including coining money, collecting taxes, regulating commerce, raising and maintaining armed forces, and declaring war.
1b. What constitutional solution might be devised to resolve the uncertainty about which branch possesses government’s inherent powers?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text. The student should reference the idea that because some inherent powers involve foreign affairs, presidents have been more forceful and more frequent in asserting a claim to them, however, Congress has often shown itself willing to contest, or at least modify, these claims.
2a. What is an indirect tax?
An indirect tax is levied on one person but passed on to another for payment to the government. Tariffs are examples of indirect taxes.
2b. Is the division of responsibility for national security between the legislative and the executive branch a good idea? 
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text. 

3a. What is the key constitutional clause that lies behind most of the implied powers of Congress?
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Constitution gives the national legislature the power to “make all laws that are necessary and proper”. 
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3b. Consider the arguments of both Hamilton and Jefferson and explain which one seems the most compelling to you.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

4a. What is the significance of subpoenas to the work of Congress? 
Subpoenas are legal documents that require a person to testify in a certain matter and are used by Congress to legally compel a person to provide documents or appear before a panel for a hearing. Congressional committees may subpoena a person to provide documents or appear before a committee.
4b. Why do you think the Constitution gives the House of Representatives the job of picking a president in the event of a tie vote in the electoral college?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should reference the idea that the House of Representatives, due to its composition by state population size is the most direct way to target the will of the people in the event of a tie vote. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

5a. Why did the founders of the nation want to limit the powers of Congress?
The Framers wanted to avoid giving Congress the power to favor one state’s interests over another. The system of checks and balances protects the balance of power between the three branches.
5b. Why do you think the Constitution includes particular mention of bills of attainder; ex post facto laws, and suspension of the writ of habeas corpus?
These clauses are important and protect people’s basic civil rights.
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6a. What are some areas of American life that Congress is involved in today that it was not at the time of the writing of the Constitution?
Congress has delegated some of its powers to new federal agencies it created in response to changing domestic and international conditions. For example, Congress oversees federal agencies of programs like Social Security and Unemployment, military and intelligence-gathering bodies.
6b. What might have happened if Congress had not become involved in modern-day concerns, such as space exploration?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

7. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 5 Section 2, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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