US Government

Chapter 6 – Section 3 AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What is the Executive Office of the President?
The title Executive Office of the President names the group of advisers and assistants to the president. This important group includes the White House Office, the National Security Council, the Council of Economic Advisers and the Office of Management and Budget.
1b. What has led to the growth of the Executive Office of the President?
The Executive Office of the President was established during the presidency of Theodore Roosevelt when he asked Congress for a new organizational structure to help manage the new agencies and programs established during his presidency. Since that time this group has grown in membership to incorporate the changing needs of the executive branch.
1c. Why do you think a president might rely more on the White House Office than on the cabinet for counsel? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text.

2a. What are the formal duties of the vice president?
The vice president has three major duties as assigned by the Constitution:

· Presiding over the Senate

· Opening and counting electoral votes in presidential elections

· Serving as president if the president cannot do his job

2b. How have presidents traditionally regarded the role of vice president?
The role of Vice President was not one with heavy responsibilities until the 1970s when presidents began to rely more heavily on their vice presidents to help make policy and carry out their executive programs.
2c. What qualities do you think a presidential candidate should look for in a vice president?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text.
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3a. Who makes up the cabinet?
The presidential cabinet is composed of the heads of the executive departments.
3b. Besides the job of running the executive departments, what have presidents expected their cabinet members to do for them?
The main task of each department head, or secretary, is to run his or her department helping to formulate and carry out the president’s policies. The cabinet is also expected to act as an advisory body to the president.
3c. What do you think would be the most important quality to have in a cabinet member?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text.

4. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.

Focus on Writing, Narrative Writing Activity:  Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 6 Section 3. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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