US Government

Chapter 8 – Section 2
Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 241
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.

1a. What kinds of cases are heard in federal district courts?
The Constitution assigns some types of cases to federal courts such as:

· those involving residents of different states or the United States and a foreign government

· Those offenses classified by Congress as violations of federal law

· Civil offenses including violations of civil rights statues and employment laws
1b. How does membership of U.S. attorneys in the executive branch allow voters to have a voice in the judicial process?
U.S. attorneys are part of the executive branch of the government and represent the government and its best interests in the court, they therefore the best interest of the voters, overseeing court cases when a person is charged with a federal crime.
2a. What is an appellant?

An appellant is the legal term naming a person who files an appeal.
2b. Why do you think courts of appeals generally limit their review of cases to questions of the law rather than to matters of fact?

Because of the large number of cases heard in the courts of appeals each year, about 65,000, the court generally limits their review of cases to questions about the law rather than to matters of fact.
3a. What is the purpose of the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces?

The Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces addressed the special and unusual need for order and discipline in the military. When a violation is observed, a hearing called a courts-martial is held.
3b. How do the national security courts created by Congress balance individual rights and national security?
National Security Courts balance the demands of national security with the rights of U.S residents by reviewing and authorizing requests by the government to conduct spying operations on American soil if determined that the target of the investigation is an “agent of a foreign power”.
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4. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.

Focus on Writing, Descriptive Writing Assignment

Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 8 Section 2, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
Focus on Writing

Descriptive Writing Activity:
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