US Government

Chapter 8 – Section 3
Section 3 – Section Assessment, page 241
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.

1a. Describe the background and significance of Plessy v. Ferguson.
After the Civil War, Republican politicians and their nominees dominated the Court and the political arena, focusing on 2 issues: the civil rights of the newly freed African Americans and economic regulation. Rather than dealing with the issues of Civil Rights on a federal level, however, the Supreme Court allowed state legislatures or courts to determine the rights of the newly freed African Americans, often passing discriminatory laws. In the case of Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court examined a Louisiana state law requiring racial segregation on public transportation, ruling that separation of the races did not imply inequality, a doctrine that became known as separate but equal, that was eventually overturned in the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas case in 1954.
1b. Why is the Marshall Court considered so central to the nation’s history?
Key Marshall Court decisions helped shape the basic structure of the federal government and the economy. Marshall Court decisions also asserted the Court’s right to review – and strike down – acts of the legislature.
2a. What are the main factors a president may look for in selecting a Supreme Court nominee?

A president may look for the following qualities when selecting a Supreme Court nominee:

· Legal expertise

· Party affiliation

· Judicial philosophy

· Sense of the nominee’s acceptability to the Senate
2b. Do you think the Congress should establish formal qualifications of Supreme Court justices? Why or why not?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text.
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3a. What is the meaning of the terms majority opinion, concurring opinions, and dissenting opinions?

The meaning of each term is as follows:

· Majority Opinion – names the Supreme Court’s ruling in a case that is signed by at least five of the nine members of the Supreme Court
· Concurring Opinions – describe statements by Supreme Court justices who agree with the overall conclusion in the case, but stress some different or additional legal point
· Dissenting Opinions – describe statements written by Supreme Court justices who disagree with the majority’s decision; these opinions do not have a direct legal impact on the case but they can influence future judgments
3b. Why do you think it is important for justices who disagree with a majority opinion to record their opposition and present their arguments?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text.

4. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.

Focus on Writing, Descriptive Writing Assignment

Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 8 Section 3, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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