US Government

Chapter 8 Review AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.
Section 1
1. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 8 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Original Jurisdiction – names the authority of a court to be the first court to hold trials in certain kinds of cases
Appellate Jurisdiction – the authority of some courts to review decisions made by lower courts
Judicial Activism – describes the concept that the Constitution should be interpreted more broadly, as an evolving document, something that subsequent generations can interpret consistent with changing values and circumstances.
Judicial Restraint – describes the concept that a judge should interpret the Constitution according to the Framers’ original intentions
Precedent – names an earlier court decision that guides judges’ decisions in later cases
1b. What factors made the creation of a federal judiciary controversial in the 1780s?
The proper power of federal courts was a matter of debate and controversy and therefore The Framers left it to Congress to determine what kinds of courts were needed in order to move forward with the ratification process.
1c. What are the benefits and drawbacks of the constitutional system for protecting the independence of judges?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should reference the term and salary of judges and relate these to the system of protection of the independence of judges. Student work should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 8 text.
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Section 2

2. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 8 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Grand Juries – name for the panels of citizens set up to hear evidence of a possible crime and to recommend whether the evidence is sufficient to file criminal charges
Bankruptcy – names a legal progress by which persons who cannot pay money they owe others can receive court protection and assistance in settling their financial problems
Misdemeanor – is the legal term for a minor crime
Public Defenders – the official name for lawyers appointed by the court to represent defendants who cannot afford to hire legal counsel in criminal trials
Appellant – names a person who files an appeal
Briefs – are written arguments filed by the parties in an appeal
Sovereign Immunity – the principle that states that a sovereign government cannot be taken to court unless it agrees to be sued
2b. What is the difference between federal district courts and federal courts of appeals?

Federal District Courts handle over 300,000 cases a year, including cases that involve residents of different states or the United States and a foreign government. Federal District Courts also try cases regarding civil offenses. The main difference between Federal District Courts and Federal Courts of Appeals is that Federal Courts of Appeals are appellate courts where people who are dissatisfied by a ruling in a previous trial can ask for a second opinion.
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2c. What are the advantages in having specialized courts of certain types of cases?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should reference the idea of specialization in terms of less court cases and ability of judges to be more specialized in their opinions and rulings. Student work should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 8 text.
Section 3

3. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 8 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Writ of Certiorari – the term for an order by a higher court seeking review of a lower court case
Docket – names the list of cases to be heard before a court
Majority Opinion – names the Supreme Court’s ruling in a case that is signed by at least five of the nine members of the Supreme Court
Concurring Opinions – describe statements by Supreme Court justices who agree with the overall conclusion in the case but stress some different or additional legal point
Dissenting Opinions – name statements that are written by Supreme Court justices who disagree with the majority’s decision; these opinion do not have a direct legal impact on the case but they can influence future judgments
3b. What is the relationship between the country’s political climate and the makeup and rulings of the Supreme Court?

Key rulings in Supreme Court history have defined the powers of the federal government and the rights of Americans. As it gained in authority and prestige over time, the Supreme Court evolved in a manner that mirrored the changes in society at large, a direct reflection of the changes in the country’s political climate.
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3c. What do you think should be the most important factor a president considers when picking a Supreme Court justice?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should reference the list of qualifications seen in Chapter 8, Section 3. Student work should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 8 text.

• Click the “Check Answer” button to see if your choice is correct in the Critical Reading Activity.

• A detailed grading rubric for the activity you chose to complete is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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