US Government

Chapter 9 – Section 3 AK
Section 3 – Section Assessment, page 
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.

1a. What is a political party?
A political party is an organized group that seeks to win elections in order to influence the activities of government.
1b. Why are political parties important to the American political system?

Political parties are important to the American political system because they help to elect their members to public office, assist in the electoral process and help to run the government. 
2a. Why were the Federalist, Democratic-Republican, Democratic, and Republican parties created?

The Federalist Party believed that the nation’s future lay in a strong central government, and was founded to support large cities and a strong manufacturing base while the Democratic-Republican party was founded to support an agricultural base and ordinary citizens living in small communities. The Democratic Party tends to support constituencies including labor unions, women, racial and ethnic minorities and educated urban voters while the Republican Party was founded to support constituencies which often include religious conservatives, corporate and business interests and white men.
2b. Which type of party system produces the most stable government? Explain why.

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text, and those preceding it if applicable.
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3a. What is the main purpose of a political party at all levels of its organization?

Political parties play three main roles in the political system: nominating candidates for office, assisting the electoral process and helping to operate the government. Each of these tasks is carried out in different ways at all levels of the party organization. For example, at the local level a county party is run by a committee and selects candidates for local offices and helps to elect the party’s candidates at all levels. At the state level, representatives from the party’s county committees form a central committee and work to try to elect local, state, and national candidates in their state. At the national level, there are committees whose main focus is fund-raising, supporting campaigns, and sponsoring affiliated organizations at the state and local level.
3b. How important is each level of political party organization to achieving a party’s goals? Explain how each level supports the others.

Political parties play three main roles in the political system: nominating candidates for office, assisting the electoral process and helping to operate the government. Each of these tasks is carried out in different ways at all levels of the party organization. For example, at the local level a county party is run by a committee and selects candidates for local offices and helps to elect the party’s candidates at all levels. At the state level, representatives from the party’s county committees form a central committee and work to try to elect local, state, and national candidates in their state. At the national level, there are committees whose main focus is fund-raising, supporting campaigns, and sponsoring affiliated organizations at the state and local level.
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4a. What are some criticisms of political parties?

Some criticisms of political parties include the idea that by trying to appeal to as many types of voters as possible, the major parties end up lacking in unity, discipline and loyalty. Others challenge that parties may not be able to fulfill the campaign promises they make. Critics argue that by allowing interest groups to give money for campaigns and other activities, parties allow for influence and benefit to those entities rather than to the larger public good. Finally, some suggest that political parties are full of office seekers who are interested more in their own personal success than in serving the public good.
4b. Do political parties promote the public good? Why or why not?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text, and those preceding it if applicable.
5. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Assignment

Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 9 Section 3, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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