US Government

Writing Activities Rubric

Answer Key

WRITING ACTIVITY RUBRIC 

Score____ 

Comments:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLEAR, WELL ORGANIZED, WELL DEVELOPED IDEAS: 
· The main idea (thesis) is clear; develops a concrete occasion as the basis for the reflection (personal observation, personal experience, etc.).  
· Topic sentences and concluding sentences are used effectively in body paragraphs.
· Descriptive, informative details include appropriate content.
· Excludes information that, although it is related, is not tightly focused on elaborating on the specific topic.
· Transitions are used effectively to weave paragraphs together. 
· Introduction, body, conclusion provide logical sequencing of ideas, leading to understandable analysis of a condition or situation of significance.  

___4 

(EXCELLENT) 

___3 

(ACCEPTABLE) 

___2 

(BELOW AVERAGE) 

___1 

(UNACCEPTABLE) 
WORD CHOICE 
· Vivid, lively verbs are used. 
· Precise, accurate nouns are used.  
· Imaginative, unusual adjectives are used. 
· No vague, overused, repetitive language is used (a lot, great, 

very, really, there is, there are, super, like . . .).

· Vocabulary choice is thoughtful and shows evidence of the 

 
revision stage of the writing process.
___4 

(EXCELLENT) 

___3 

(ACCEPTABLE) 

___2 

(BELOW AVERAGE) 

___1 

(UNACCEPTABLE) 

GRAMMAR, USAGE, MECHANICS 

· No run-on sentences 

· No sentence fragments 

· Subject/verb agreement 

· Correct verb tense usage 

· Punctuation is correct. 

· Capitalization is correct. 

· Spelling is error free
___4 

(EXCELLENT) 

___3 

(ACCEPTABLE) 

___2 

(BELOW AVERAGE) 

___1 

(UNACCEPTABLE)
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