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· State governments are organized much like the federal government, with separate legislative, executive, and judicial branches. Each state government is unique, however, since states have their own constitutions and ways of operating; therefore, the relations among the branches may vary.

· Governors enforce state laws and help develop their states’ policy agendas. They act as ambassadors for their states by trying to attract businesses and promoting state products. Governors may appoint the heads of some state agencies and departments, and they typically play a major role in the creation of the state’s budget. They have the power to mobilize their states’ units of the National Guard. They may also exercise checks on the other branches of government, vetoing bills passed by the legislature or exercising executive clemency.

· Municipal government comes in three main forms—mayor-council, council-manager, and commission. In the mayor-council system, citizens elect a mayor to serve as the chief executive and a city council to serve as the local legislature. In a council-manager system, the city council appoints a city manager to be the chief executive. In this system, the mayor’s role is to lead the city council. In a commission system, a group of elected commissioners lead city departments and sets local policies.

· The federal government’s powers are limited by the U.S. Constitution, which leaves many powers to the states or to the people. Thus, services that are not mentioned in the Constitution, such as building schools and maintaining highways, are typically performed by state or local governments.

	Powers in Federalism

	Power
	Definition
	Example

	Delegated
	Powers given to the Congress by the Constitution.
	Examples may vary

	Expressed
	Powers stated in the Constitution.
	

	Enumerated
	Powers that is numbered or listed.
	

	Implied
	Powers the Congress should have to carry out the laws.
	

	Inherent
	Things Congress can do because it is the government
	

	Reserved
	Powers that are given to the states.
	

	Concurrent
	Powers shared by the National and State Governments.
	

	Denied
	Powers not given to the government.
	


