“Dragon Dragon” Applying Your Skills Answer Key

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. The first volunteer is the cobbler’s

eldest son. He tries to outsmart

the dragon, but the dragon swallows

him. The same happens to

the middle son. The youngest son

recites his father’s poem, makes

the dragon laugh, and slays him.

2. The dragon wreaked havoc on the

kingdom. The cobbler’s youngest

son slayed him.

3. The hero’s conflict was with the

dragon and his own fear; the

father helped him; in the end, he

triumphed over both.

Vocabulary Check

4. night

5. the dragon

6. stretched

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

7. The poem makes the dragon

laugh because the youngest son is

small and weak.

8. Fairy tale elements include the

dragon, princess, wizards, and

magic. Non–fairy tale elements

are objects like cars and fireworks

and the ending, in which the

dragon is defeated by laughter.

They make the story funny

because they are unexpected and

whimsical.

9. Sometimes experts are wise and

sometimes they’re wrong. In the

story, the cobbler is wise. The message

is to trust your elders.

10. The eldest brother is like traditional

characters in that he is

overconfident in his cleverness

and ultimately fails because of

it. The youngest brother is traditional

because he is humble

and succeeds. The princess is not

as demure as traditional princesses.

The eldest brother’s failure

advances the plot, and the youngest

brother’s actions bring the conflict

to a close.
