Answer Key

comparing and contrasting short stories

Selection Test

Comprehension


1.
D
3.
B
5.
B


2.
C
4.
C
6.
C

Vocabulary Development


7.
C
9.
B
11.
A


8.
E
10.
D

Literary Focus


12.
D
14.
C


13.
A
15.
A

Reading Focus


16.
C
17.
C

Fifteen-Minute Timed Writing


18.
Students’ written responses will vary. A sample response follows:


“The Southpaw” and “Concha” are different in form. In “The Southpaw,” the story is told in a series of notes that the two main characters write to each other. “Concha” is a more conventional short story, told with narration and dialogue. “Concha” has more characters than “The Southpaw.” There are six characters, including the narrator. In “The Southpaw,” there are only two. The stories are similar, however, in their conflict. In “The Southpaw,” the conflict is between Janet and Richard over their attitude toward girls playing baseball. In “Concha,” the conflict involved more characters. Beto, Virgie, and the narrator, who think Concha is brave, are in conflict with Mundo, who says Concha is stupid because he can’t admit that a girl can be brave.
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