Answer Key

comparing characters and their conflicts
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Fifteen-Minute Timed Writing


21.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


Like the classic mythic hero, the cobbler’s youngest son has a quest: to slay a dragon. Perseus gets advice from Athene, a goddess. In contrast, the cobbler’s youngest son gets advice from his father, a cobbler. Both of the heroes follow the advice they were given. In the case of the cobbler’s son, the advice doesn’t seem to make any sense, but the cobbler’s son follows it dutifully. It turns out to be exactly the thing that allows him to be successful—although not in a usual hero way. When the youngest son recites the poem his father told him, it makes the dragon laugh so hard that he is in fact paralyzed with laughter. The hero is able to approach the dragon. A real hero such as Perseus slays Medusa. The cobbler’s son has to let his sword fall on the dragon’s neck to kill the dragon because he isn’t strong enough to lift his weapon.
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