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ta-na-e-ka mary whitebird
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Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


One theme of “Ta-Na-E-Ka” is that the old ways are not always the best ways. Mary proves this by the way she goes through Ta-Na-E-Ka. Grandfather shows that he recognizes that traditions can change when he says that Mary is more alert to what is happening to the Kaw people than older people around her. By using her brain and wits to get through Ta-Na-E-Ka, instead of suffering and starving like Roger, Mary shows that the way to survive in modern life is to use your thinking skills as well as your physical skills. Long ago, physical survival was what mattered for the Kaw. For Mary and Roger, survival means blending into a more modern world. She finds a nontraditional way of surviving Ta-Na-E-Ka.
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