“Aaron’s Gift” Applying Your Skills Answer Key

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. She lost her pet goat.

2. The boys try to burn Pidge. Aaron

helps Pidge fly away.

3. Aaron wants to give his grandmother

the pigeon, but his real gift

to her is that he fought for Pidge’s

freedom. She kisses him and thanks

him for this gift.

4. The theme is that the gift of freedom

is more valuable than any

physical gift. The final event, when

Aaron’s grandmother says that the

gift Aaron gave her was even better

than the pigeon, points to the

theme.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5. Aaron doesn’t understand her, but

he feels sorry for her and wants to

make her feel better about her hard

childhood.

6. Aaron’s rescue of the pigeon represents

the idea of rescuing someone

or something that is helpless; the

grandmother’s stories represent

something from the past influencing

the present; everyone wishes to

belong to some group, so Aaron’s

desire is universal; Aaron’s stand

against the gang represents the

theme of doing what is right; the

pigeon’s escape represents escaping

from oppression to freedom. These

uinversal ideas make the story easy

for readers from all backgrounds to

connect with and understand.

7. Both the grandmother and Aaron

are wrongly attacked, and they

had to fight for their freedom. Both

experiences connect to the idea of

personal freedom and the need to

escape from harsh circumstances.

8. Aaron has both faults and talents

like a real person. His desire to

belong is something most readers

can understand.
