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Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


In addition to telling events in the life of Harriet Tubman, the author re-creates what she imagines to have been the dialogue between Harriet and other people to make readers feel as though they are eyewitnesses to Tubman’s life. For example, readers learn of Harriet’s determination to gain her freedom when she tells her brothers during the first escape attempt, “What’s the matter? We haven’t got time to keep stopping like this.” The author uses quotations to explain Harriet’s motives and feelings, such as “I had reasoned this out in my mind; there was one of two things I had a right to, liberty or death; if I could not have one, I would have the other…” The author also uses descriptive language to communicate Harriet’s emotions, such as “Whenever she thought of the handbills, she walked faster.” or “Harriet hesitated, suddenly suspicious.” The author even describes the setting to show that Harriet Tubman feels uplifted as she crosses to freedom: “When she crossed the line into the free state of Pennsylvania, the sun was coming up.”
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