“The Sneetches” Applying Your Skills Answer Key

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. They have stars on their bellies.

2. He offers to put stars on the Plain-

Bellies and remove stars from the

Star-Bellies.

3. People are not always nice to

people who are different.

4. Responses will vary.

Vocabulary Check

Possible response:

5. The Sneetches were keen to

have stars. McBean guaranteed

that they would love his work.

Sneetches are peculiar animals.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6. Some people wear certain clothes

for status, which the poem

discourages.

7. He thinks they are gullible; I agree.

8. He takes advantage of others.

People like him often show up

when others are sad.

9. They realize someone took advantage

of them.

10. He didn’t want the poem to get

too predictable.

11. In line 43, the word “theirs” is

changed to “thars” so that it

rhymes with “stars.” In line 57,

he adds -es to “each” to make

“eaches” so that it rhymes with

“beaches.” He makes up the

word “Sneetches” and the name

“Sylvester McMonkey McBean” to

give the poem a fun, fanciful tone.

12. People should not judge each

other based on looks. This is the

lesson the Sneetches learn.
