
Answer Key

Selection Test

Comprehension


1.
C
4.
A
7.
A


2.
B
5.
D


3.
D
6.
C

Vocabulary Skill


8.
C
9.
A

Literary Focus


10.
B
12.
A


11.
B
13.
D

Reading Focus


14.
B
15.
C

Constructed Response


16.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


I think even before the contest that Polly Ann would believe that John Henry was a better worker than a steel drill. As his wife, she would have known his abilities, his feelings about his job as a steel driver, and even the prediction from his childhood that he would die with a hammer in his hand. It is also clear that she believed in him because after he wins the contest and is sick in bed, she takes his place driving steel “like a man,” which means she must have used a hammer. So I think Polly Ann always believed in John Henry’s strength and ability as a worker over the steel drill and probably saw the contest as a way of proving it to everyone else.
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