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Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


The poem that is most meaningful to me is “In a Neighborhood in Los Angeles.” The poet uses figures of speech, especially near the end of the poem, to convey all that the poet learned from his grandmother. He uses a kind of metaphor, saying: “Mexico’s mountains/deserts/ocean/in her eyes/I’d see them” The figure of speech makes it seem as though the poet could actually view so much of Mexico through his grandmother’s eyes, but the poem is set in Los Angeles so we know he is not speaking literally.


When the speaker says “in her braid/I’d touch them.” it makes it seem as though Mexico could be as solid and small as a braid.


When the speaker says, “in her voice/smell them,” it makes it seem as though the grandmother’s voice is perfumed with Mexico’s different regions.


The tone of the poem is loving and wistful. You can sense how much the grown boy appreciates how his grandmother cared for him and what he learned from her. That makes me realize I should appreciate my own grandparents more.
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