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COMPARING EXTENDED METAPHORS
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Constructed Response


17.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response for each poem follows:

“The Toaster”


In “The Toaster,” this common kitchen appliance is compared to a dragon. Its shiny sides are the dragon’s shiny scales; the slots where the bread is toasted are the dragon’s flaming red jaws. The speaker gives fat slices of bread to the dragon, and the dragon hands them back toasted.

“Steam Shovel”


In “Steam Shovel,” the steam shovel and its actions are described as if it were a dinosaur. The shape of the steam shovel resembles the shape of a dinosaur with a long neck. The steam shovel’s bucket is described as if it were taking big bites of earth and chewing them.

“The Sidewalk Racer”


This poem does not have a single extended metaphor, but instead it has several. The experience of riding a skateboard is described with words that describe movements and sounds. Then three metaphors are used to tell how the skateboarder and the skateboard are one: “I’m the sailor and the sail”; “I’m the driver and the wheel”; “I’m the one and only single engine human auto mobile.”

“Things to Do If You Are a Subway”


In the title, the poem invites the reader to pretend to be a subway train. Then the writer tells the “subway” to pretend that it is a dragon. The poem goes on to describe the things the subway does as if it were a great dragon roaring through underground caves, swallowing people and spitting them out again. The descriptions help you experience the subway, especially the fast movement and the sounds of the subway.
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