Name ______________________________  
Date __________________
Unit 5 Week 1 Day 3 - "An Unforgettable Journey" Writing assignment and Letter assignment

Use this rubric to assess the student’s writing.  

	#1: Thinking about Change and Character (5 points)  

· 5 points- The student wrote 1-2 paragraphs about a significant event that helped Xiong become an admirable adult. (Possible events:  going to school in America, experiencing her family struggling to reach their goal of safety) The student wrote a clear explanation of the event as well as why it was significant.
· 4 points- The student wrote 1-2 paragraphs about the significant event and forgot to do ONE of the following:  describe the event clearly or explain why it was significant.
· 3 points- The student wrote 1-2 paragraphs about a significant event but didn’t clearly describe it or give evidence as to why this was significant.
· 2 points- The student described an event, but it wasn’t significant.  The student explained why they thought it was significant.
· 1 point- The student described an event from the story, but it wasn’t significant.  And the student didn’t explain why they thought it was significant.

	

	#2: Thinking more about character (5 Points) 

Answer questions F and G at the bottom of page 38 of your text about the story's character in a Word Document to submit to your teacher.  
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Literary Focus
What have you learned here about Xiong?   My teacher had to show me how to color. I also soon learned the alphabet. This was the beginning of my lifelong goal to get an education. . . .
· Suggested answer:  students can explain that she came to school knowing nothing, and instead of getting frustrated, she made a goal to improve and complete her education.
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Read and Discuss
What does this statement tell you about the author?  I feel a real sense of accomplishment to have set such an example.

· Suggested answer:  students can explain that it is important to the author to set a good example for her younger siblings; that she is good at overcoming the odds and becoming successful; that education is a priority for her, etc.
· 5 points- The student answered both questions appropriately.
· 4 points- The student answered both questions adequately, but did not include some important details in one or both questions.
· 3 points- The student attempted both questions and answered one of the questions correctly, but did not answer the second question correctly.
· 2 points- The student attempted to answer both questions, but did not clearly answer either question correctly.
· 1 point- The student attempted to answer a question, but it was incorrect.  The student did not answer the second question.
	

	Letter Assignment (5 points) (Upload in separate document)
Select a painting that has one or more people in it. Using Microsoft Word, write a letter to a character in the painting. (Be sure to state the portrait's name and specify the character at the top of your paper!) Ask the character questions or tell the character what you think of the painting. You might consider asking questions about the character's clothes or expression or about what he or she is doing in that scene. 

· 5 points- The student included the portrait’s name and the character.  The student thought of the character as if he or she were real.  The student asked questions based on the painting.  The student expressed their feelings about the painting.  The student wrote in letter form and remembered each part of the letter.
· 4 points- The student neglected to complete one of the above tasks.
· 3 points- The student neglected to complete two of the above tasks.
· 2 points- The student neglected to complete three of the above tasks.
· 1 point- The student neglected to complete four of the above tasks.
· 0 points- The student neglected to complete all of the above tasks.
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