Name ______________________________  
Date __________________
Unit 5 Week 3 Day 5 - Writing Assignment

Use this rubric to assess the student’s writing.  

Assignment: Complete the following questions in a Word Document and submit to your teacher:

· Answer question D "Read and Discuss" on page 529- What problem does Mandela face? How does his choice affect his life?  He faces the problem of having no freedom to do the things of his choice.
· Answer question F on page 530- Is this paragraph made up of facts or opinions? How do you know?  Students should answer that they are opinions because they can’t be proven.  
1. Complete the following chart to explain how Nelson Mandela has felt about freedom throughout his life. 

	Time of life
	
	Feelings on freedom

	

	as a child
	
	He felt free as long as he obeyed his father.
	
	

	

	as a student
	
	He wanted freedom for himself—to do what he chose.
	
	

	

	as a young lawyer
	
	He wanted his people to have the freedom to live their lives with dignity.
	
	

	

	when he was in prison
	
	He wanted everyone in the world to have freedom, even his oppressors.
	
	

	

	when he got out of prison
	
	He believed that we were not truly free.  We have achieved the freedom to be free. But we do not live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.
	
	


Read with a Purpose
2. Throughout the text, Mandela’s concerns about freedom shift from his own freedom to freedom for his people to freedom for all people. What events in his life influenced his changing views? 
Answers will vary:  He could not enjoy the limited freedom he enjoyed as an attorney without wanting freedom for his people.  He said that their chains were his chains.  Prison showed him that not only was his freedom taken away, but his oppressors were also not truly free.
Reading Skills: Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
3. Is Mandela’s statement that his country’s freedom fighters are “finer and purer than the purest diamonds” a fact or an opinion? Explain. 
This is an opinion.  Mandela believes that these people are his country’s greatest treasure, but others might feel differently, especially the political enemies of these men. The statement is not a fact, because it cannot be proven. While you can measure the purity of a diamond, you cannot measure such a quality in a person. It is a very compelling comparison, however. It shows the strength of Mandela’s opinion or belief that people are South Africa’s greatest resource.
Literary Focus
Literary Analysis
4. Interpret Why does Mandela say that his long walk to freedom has not yet ended? 
Answers will vary:  He still has more to do to help his fellow man.
5. Analyze For Mandela, ending apartheid did not ensure freedom. What else does he say is necessary for people to be free? 

Mandela said, “For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that 
respects and enhances the freedom of others. The true test of our devotion to freedom is just 
beginning.”
6. Extend According to Mandela, “The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.” What do you think he means? 

Answers will vary.  Possible answer:  You can have fears and still be a brave man.  The brave man is the one who overcomes his fears.
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