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Distinguish Fact from Opinion

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Facts: South Africa had a policy of apartheid;

South Africa is rich in minerals; Mandela

joined the African National Congress;

Mandela was released from prison

Opinions: South Africa’s greatest wealth is its

people; Courage is not the absence of fear but

the ability to triumph over fear; People must

help their family and their country; A person

who takes away another’s freedom is not free.

After You Read

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Mandela’s statement that his

country’s freedom fighters are “finer and purer

than the purest diamonds” is an opinion.

Mandela believes that these people are his

country’s greatest treasure, but others might

feel differently, especially the political

enemies of these men. The statement is not a

fact, because it cannot be proven. While you

can measure the purity of a diamond, you

cannot measure such a quality in a person. It is

a very compelling comparison, however. It

shows the strength of Mandela’s opinion or

belief that people are South Africa’s greatest

resource.
