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Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:

A novella is different from a short story because it is longer. Both, however, have the elements of literature, such as characters, conflicts, plots, settings, and themes. I would describe “Song of the Trees” as a novella because it is longer than the usual short story. Also, the story includes a longer introduction to the characters and their situation than you would find in most short stories. Mr. Anderson, the man who sets the main conflict in motion, does not appear in the story for several pages at the beginning.
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