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Orpheus, the great musician retold by olivia coolidge
Selection Test
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Fifteen-Minute Timed Response


22.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


I think “Orpheus, the Great Musician” shows that the ancient Greeks viewed music as a way to express the deepest emotions that humans feel. First Orpheus’ love for Eurydice inspires his music. Then his beautiful song expresses his pain and suffering at her death. His most powerful song comes from his agony at losing Eurydice because of his mistake of looking back to find her when Hades warned him not to look back. I think the ancient Greeks believed that musicians were inspired by deep emotions and that music had an equally powerful effect on listeners. Orpheus’ songs enchant everyone, including nature, and stop everyone in their tracks. When I compare this view of music to my own, there are similarities and definitely differences. I think that music comes from powerful emotions, too. But I also enjoy music for the fun of listening to it. It doesn’t take over all thoughts and feelings, the way it does in Orpheus’ tale. So I don’t think that music is always about expressing deep and heavy emotions. I think it can express the light side too.
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